
SHO, [CHO] – beginning o – cord, strap, thong

緒戦　 shosen, chosen beginning of
war

301

緒論　 shoron, choron introduction 293

由緒　 yuisho history; pedigree,
lineage

364

情緒　 jōcho, jōsho emotion, feeling 209

鼻緒　 hanao clog thong, geta strap 832



KYŌ, kagami – mirror

鏡台　 kyōdai dressing table 501

三面鏡　 sanmenkyō a dresser with
three mirrors

4, 274

望遠鏡　 bōenkyō telescope 685, 453

手鏡　 tekagami hand mirror 57

眼鏡　 megane, gankyō eyeglasses 867



KYŌ, [KEI], sakai – boundary

国境　 kokkyō border 40

境界　 kyōkai boundary, border 461

苦境　 kukyō distress, difficulties 554

境内　 keidai precincts, grounds 84

境目　 sakaime borderline; crisis 55



KAN – ring; surround

環境　 kankyō environment 883

環境省　 Kankyōshō Ministry of the
Environnment

883, 145

環状　 kanjō ring-shaped 636

環状線　 kanjōsen loop (line) 636, 299

一環　 ikkan a link, part 2



KAN – return

返還　 henkan return, restoration;
repayment

448

帰還　 kikan return home, repatriation 317

送還　 sōkan sending home,
repatriation

447

還元　 kangen restoration; reduction 137



IN – yin principle; negative, hidden; shadow, secret

kage – shadow, back kage(ru) – get
dark/clouded

陰陽　 in'yō yin and yang, positive and
negative

640

陰性　 insei negative; dormant, latent 98

陰気　 inki gloomy, dismal, melancholy 134

日陰　 hikage shade from the sun 5



IN, kaku(reru) – (intr.) hide kaku(su) –
(tr.) hide

隠語　 ingo secret language; argot,
jargon

67

隠者　 inja hermit 164

隠居　 inkyo retirement from active
life

171

隠し芸　 kakushigei parlor trick;
hidden talent

441



ON, oda(yaka) – calm, quiet, mild, peaceful,
moderate

穏和　 onwa mild, gentle, genial 124

平穏　 heion calmness, quiet, serenity 202

平穏無事　 heion-buji peace and
quiet

202, 93, 80

穏当　 ontō proper, appropriate; gentle 77

穏便　 onbin gentle, quiet, amicable 330



SHI, eda – branch

枝葉　 shiyō, edaha branches and
leaves; digression

253

大枝　 ōeda bough, limb 26

小枝　 koeda twig 27

枝切り　 edakiri lopping off/pruning of
branches

39

枝接ぎ　 edatsugi grafting 495



KI – skill; performer

歌舞伎　 kabuki kabuki 395, 829

歌舞伎役者　 kabuki yakusha kabuki
actor

395, 829,
376, 164



GI, waza – technique; ability; feat

技術　 gijutsu technique, technology 187

技師　 gishi engineer 415

技能　 ginō technical skill, ability 387

演技　 engi acting, performance 344

競技　 kyōgi match, contest,
competition

871



KI – forked road

分岐　 bunki divergence, branching 38

分岐点　 bunkiten point of divergence,
junction

38, 169

岐路　 kiro fork in the road, crossroads 151



CHŪ, mushi – bug, insect

益/害虫　 eki/gaichū
beneficial/harmful insect

729, 527

殺虫剤　 satchūzai insecticide 585, 559

毛虫　 kemushi hairy caterpillar 287

油虫　 aburamushi cockroach;
hanger-on, parasite

365

虫歯　 mushiba decayed tooth, cavity 486



SHOKU, sawa(ru) – touch, feel fu(reru) –
touch (upon); announce

触覚　 shokkaku sense of touch 615

接触　 sesshoku touch, contact 495

感触　 kanshoku the touch, feel 262

触角　 shokkaku feeler, antenna,
tentacle

481

抵触　 teishoku conflict 569



SŌ, sawa(gu) – make a noise/fuss

騒音　 sōon noise 347

騒動　 sōdō disturbance, riot 231

騒然　 sōzen noisy, tumultuous 662

大騒ぎ　 ōsawagi clamor, uproar,
hullabaloo

26

騒ぎ立てる　 sawagitateru raise a
great fuss/furor

121



KAI, imashi(meru) – admonish, warn

警戒　 keikai caution, precaution,
warning

719

訓戒　 kunkai admonition, warning 785

厳戒　 genkai strict watch/guard 841

戒律　 kairitsu (Buddhist) precepts 678

十戒　 jikkai the Ten Commandments 12



KI, iku – how much/many; some

幾何学　 kikagaku geometry 392, 109

幾日　 ikunichi how many days; what
day of the month

5

幾分　 ikubun some, a portion, more
or less

38

幾つ　 ikutsu how much/many/old  
幾ら　 ikura how much/long/expensive  



KI – capital; capital region

近畿地方　 Kinki chihō the Kinki
Region (around the ancient
capitals of Nara and Kyōto)

452, 118, 70

畿内　 Kinai (the five home provinces
of Japan: Yamato, Yamashiro,
Kawachi, Settsu, and Izumi)

84



KEN – thrifty, simple, modest

倹約　 ken'yaku thriftiness, economy 211

節倹　 sekken frugality, economy 472

勤倹　 kinken diligence and thrift 568



KEN, tsurugi – sword

剣道　 kendō kendō, Japanese fencing 149

刀剣　 tōken swords 37

短剣　 tanken short sword, dagger 215

剣劇　 kengeki swordplay/samurai
drama

811

真剣　 shinken serious, earnest 428




